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day as it was in 2015. The encyclical can in-
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for the journey to create a more caring, fra-
ternal, peaceful and sustainable world. We
have, in fact, a unique opportunity to trans-
form the present groaning and travail into
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Ascension of Our Lord.

8 p.m.

11 a.m. Willie Fitzgerald First
Anniversary

Mary Anne and Jack Gorry

Joe and Kitty Dunne, Mountrath
House

Tom Colgan, his brother Joe and
the Colgan Family.

Pentecost Sunday
Saturday 8 p.m. Pat McMahon
and Sean Duffy

11.am. Paddy and Mary Daniels
Nuala Williams

Deceased members of the Ryan
Family Moate Rd.

Please pray for the
: repose of the soul
Q1] of Annie O’ Beirne

#8 Lynagh. who died
N |ast week, may she
rest in peace.

deeply we are all interconnected
and interdependent. As we begin
to envision a post-COVID world,
we need above all an integral ap-
proach as “everything is closely
interrelated and today’s problems
call for a vision capable of taking
into account every aspect of the
global crisis” (LS, 137).




| “hope is
strongger than
despair; that
loveg is
stronger than
death. For the
simplg joy of
being alivg, gt us offer praisg and thanks
to our hegavenly Father “ Pope Francis.

Dear Brothers and Sisters: In our continu-
ing catechesis on prayer, we now consider
the mystery of creation. The first pages of
the Bible resemble a great hymn of
thanksgiving for the goodness and beauty
of creation, whose grandeur awakens a
sense of wonder within the human heart
and a desire to pray. The awe-inspiring im-
mensity of creation stirs us to contemplate
the mystery of our own being. Though we
may experience the weight of our insignifi-
cance, we are not nothing. Prayer assures
us that things do not exist merely by
chance, and that our relationship with
God is the source of our nobility. Men and
women, by nature, may be almost nothing;
yet by vocation, they are children of a
great King! Amidst the difficulties and tri-
als of life, prayer sustains our appreciation
and gratitude, for it gives vigour to our
hope. The hope of those who pray can in
turn help others to realize that life is a gift
from God; that hope is stronger than des-
pair; that love is stronger than death. For
the simple joy of being alive, let us offer
praise and thanks to our heavenly Father.
POPE FRANCIS GENERAL AUDIENCE Wednesday, 20
May 2020

CORONAVIRUS HELPLINE FOR OLDER PEOPLE:

03818 222 024

If you have concerns or queries about COVID-19
call ALONE's dedicated support line everyday, 8am - 8pm

ALONE

Supporting older people
toage at home

God is always Mercy

The new evangelization can say to those who
are alienated from God and the church that
God was graciously and mercifully near to
them, even when they imagined that they
were far from him, and just like the father in
the parable of the prodigal son, who went out
to meet him, God has waited for them, in or-
der to welcome them back to him and to rein-
state them in their rights as his sons (see
Luke 15:20-24). Like the good Samaritan, God
picks them up, as it were, from the side of the
road, bends over them, and binds their
wounds (Luke 10:30-35). Like the good shep-
herd, he goes after them, when they go astray
and are caught in whatever thicket, and he
puts them on his—on our—shoulders and car-
ries them, full of joy, back to the community of
all Christians. We can assure those who are
alienated and who, nevertheless, are often
much closer than they themselves think, that
there 1s more joy in heaven over a single sin-
ner who has repented than over ninety-nine
righteous people, who do not need to repent
(see Luke 15:3—-7). When the church attests to
the mercy of God, it not only proclaims the
deepest truth about God, it also proclaims the
deepest truth about us humans. For the deep-
est truth about God 1s that God is love, which
bestows itself and is always ready to forgive
anew (1 John 3:8, 16). The deepest truth about
human beings is that God in his love has cre-
ated us in a wonderful fashion, that he has
not forsaken us even when we have distanced
ourselves from him, and that he has merciful-
ly re-established us and our dignity in a still-
more wonderful way. He descended to us in
our deepest abasement in order to raise us to
himself and draw us to his heart. There we
can finally find rest and peace. Augustine be-
gins his Confessions, after a restless life, by
saying: “You move us to delight in praising
you; for you have formed us for yourself, and
our hearts are restless till they find rest in

”

you.



