God’s People Our Parish
St. James and St Hugh, Kilbeggan and Rahugh

KILBEGGAN: Saturday Vigil 7.30 p.m. & Sunday 11 a.m.
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9.30a.m. Wednesday 7.30p.m. & Saturday 10a.m
Confessions ~ Saturday 10.30a.m. ~ 11.30a.m.
RAHUGH: Sunday 9.30 a.m. & Friday 7.30p.m.

Fr. Brendan, Harbour Rd. 057 9332155 087 2618353

brendanfcorrigan@gmail.com https:/ /www.kilbegganparish.ie

I wish all our Parishioners at home and away a Blessed New Year. May you

know the love and presence of Jesus in your lives, and the care of Mary Our
Mother.

“Pilgrims of Hope” is the theme of the 2025 Holy Year. In the words of Pope
Francis, “We must fan the flame of hope that has been given us, and help
everyone to gain new strength and certainty by looking to the future with an

open spirit, a trusting heart and far-sighted vision.”
] Feast of The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

7.30 p.m. Mai Kelly, Month’s Mind
Nancy, Pat Joe and Connie Cloonan
Dolores Heffernan

9.30 a.m.
5| 11 am. John, Annie and Frank Keoghan

GOD

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God,
and World Day of Prayer for Peace (no Mass at 7.30pm)

e trngl— 9 €
Wednesday January 1, 2025 10 a.m. MOTHEROE })’%ﬁ

Second Sunday of Christmas
7.30 p.m. Stephen Kelly, Cumminstown
Richard Keoghan

9.30 a.m. Margaret Egan and deceased family 11 a.m.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Thomas Carberry, who
” died during the week. May he rest in peace.

Catholic Newspaper is on sale at the entrance for €3 per copy. The [riSh Cath()lic

”\a‘,\bgou, Plate (22nd Dec): €1,300; Maintenance Fund: €215; List of the Dead: €10;

Offerings: € 1,285. Thanks to all who are so generous.

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje 11th to 18th June 2025. €805pps. Further details contact Luke McNamee
087 9113118. Full details on poster on the notice board.

s Ehardy "% Parish Charity Shop will be closed over the Christmas holiday period.

Normal opening hours (Mon to Fri 10am to 5pm) will resume on Wednesday 8th
_ January 2025. Thanks to all who support the shop and the ladies in the shop.



: An angel of the Lord, bathed in light, illumines the night and brings glad tidings to
=~ the shepherds: “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
“’ For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the

ﬁ,,ﬁ Lord” (Lk 2:10-11). ........ God has become one of us to make us like himself; he has
come down to us to lift us up and restore us to the embrace of the Father.

Sisters and brothers, this is our hope. God is Emmanuel, God-with-us. ........ If God can visit us, even when our
hearts seem like a lowly manger, we can truly say: Hope is not dead; hope is alive and it embraces our lives
forever. Hope does not disappoint!

........ with the opening of the Holy Door we have inaugurated a new Jubilee, and each of us can enter into the
mystery of this extraordinary event. Tonight, the door of hope has opened wide to the world. Tonight, God
speaks to each of us and says: there is hope also for you! There is hope for each of us. And do not forget,
sisters and brothers, that God forgives everything, God always forgives.......

The Gospel tells us that, having heard the message of the angel, they “went with haste” (Lk 2:16). In this
same way, “with haste”, we too are called to recover lost hope, to renew that hope in our hearts, and to sow
seeds of hope amid the bleakness of our time and our world. And there is so much desolation at this time.
We think of wars, of children being shot at, bombs on schools and hospitals. Do not delay, do not hesitate,
but allow yourselves to be drawn along by the Good News.

With haste, then, let us set out to behold the Lord who is born for us, our hearts joyful and attentive, ready to
meet him and then to bring hope to the way we live our daily lives. And this is our task: to bring hope into the
different situations of life. For Christian hope is not a cinematic “happy ending” which we passively await, but
rather, a promise, the Lord’s promise, to be welcomed here and now in our world of suffering and sighs. It is
a summons not to tarry, to be kept back by our old habits, or to wallow in mediocrity or laziness. Hope calls
us — as Saint Augustine would say — to be upset with things that are wrong and to find the courage to change
them. Hope calls us to become pilgrims in search of truth, dreamers who never tire, women and men open to
being challenged by God’s dream, which is of a new world where peace and justice reign.

...... The hope born this night does not tolerate the indifference of the complacent or the lethargy of those
content with their own comforts — and so many of us are in danger of becoming too comfortable; hope does
not accept the faux prudence of those who refuse to get involved for fear of making mistakes, or of those
who think only of themselves. Hope is incompatible with the detachment of those who refuse to speak out
against evil and the injustices perpetrated at the expense of the poor. Christian hope, on the other hand,
while inviting us to wait patiently for the Kingdom to grow and spread, also requires of us, even now, to be
bold, responsible, and not only that but also compassionate, in our anticipation of the fulfilment of the Lord’s
promise. And here perhaps it will do us good to ask ourselves about compassion: do | have compassion? Am |
able to suffer-with? Let us reflect on this.

....... Christian hope is precisely this “something greater”, which should spur us to set out “with haste”. As
disciples of the Lord, we are called to find our greater hope in him, and then, without delay, carry that hope
with us, as pilgrims of light amid the darkness of this world.

Sisters and brothers, this is the Jubilee. This is the season of hope in which we are invited to rediscover the
joy of meeting the Lord. The Jubilee calls us to spiritual renewal and commits us to the transformation of our
world, so that this year may truly become a time of jubilation. A jubilee for our mother Earth, disfigured by
profiteering; a time of jubilee for the poorer countries burdened beneath unfair debts; a time of jubilee for all
those who are in bondage to forms of slavery old and new. All of us have received the gift and task of bringing
hope wherever hope has been lost, lives broken, promises unkept, dreams shattered and hearts over-
whelmed by adversity. We are called to bring hope to the weary who have no strength to carry on, the lonely
oppressed by the bitterness of failure, and all those who are broken-hearted. To bring hope to the intermina-
ble, dreary days of prisoners, to the cold and dismal lodgings of the poor, and to all those places desecrated
by war and violence. To bring hope there, to sow hope there. The Jubilee has now opened so that all
people may receive hope, the hope of the Gospel, the hope of love and hope of forgiveness.

...... on this night the “holy door” of God’s heart lies open before you. Jesus, God-with-us, is born for you, for
me, for us, for every man and woman. And remember that with him, joy flourishes; with him, life changes;

with him, hope does not disappoint.  OPENING OF THE HOLY DOOR AND MIDNIGHT MASS, BEGINNING OF THE ORDINARY
JUBILEE, SOLEMINITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD, HOMILY OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS, Saint Peter's Basilica, Tuesday, 24 December 2024



